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UD PROFESSOR'S WORK ON CO-EVOLUTION OF RELIGION, SCIENCE 
WINS BOOK OF THE YEAR BY COLLEGE THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
DAYTON, Ohio- Michael Barnes, a University of Dayton professor of religious 
studies, has won Book of the Year by the College Theology Society for his Stages of Thought: The 
Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science (Oxford, 2000). 
Barnes was notified of the award June 2 at the society's annual meeting in Portland, Ore. 
"The recognition of Mike's book by his peers in a national competition validates the line 
of research Barnes has been following for quite some time," said Terrence Tilley, chair of the 
religious studies department at UD. "It's a wonderful recognition for him, the department and 
the University." 
Barnes said he wrote Stages of Thought because, "I got in an argumentative mood that I 
didn't get out of until20 years had passed." 
Barnes said he was bothered that academic culture had moved toward a postmodern 
relativism and annoyed that his beliefs were seen as outmoded. So he took a long look at 
scientific and religious thought around the world from pre-literary societies until today and 
wrote on his findings. 
Barnes argues that, just as individuals develop, "there is a clear developmental pattern 
in cultural histories." He argues that "scientific rationality has its roots in developments 
common to cultures East and West from ancient times, and that religious thought has followed 
about the same pattern as the development of science." 
That has significant consequences not only for those who would dismiss religion as 
primitive but also for those who would attack science and its method, Barnes claims. 
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For media interviews, contact Michael Barnes at 937-229-2034 or via e-mail at 
michael.barnes@notes.udayton.edu and Terry Tilley at 937-229-4321. 
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